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President's  message 

By  Pete  Smith 


Each  year  we  have  the  opportuni- 
ty to  meet  other  NBS  members  at 
the  annual  American  Numismatic 
Association  convention.  Six  of  our 
nine  officers  and  Board  members 
were  present  at  the  New  York  City 
show.  We  enjoyed  meeting  many 
people  but  were  sorry  that  only  a 
small  percentage  of  our  membership 
could  attend. 

According  to  Secretary-Treasurer 
David  Sklow,  we  operated  at  a slight 
deficit  this  past  year.  We  made  up 
the  difference  with  our  fundraising 
auction,  which  brought  in  $298. 
Thanks  go  to  George  Kolbe  and 
Wayne  Homren,  who  donated  items 
for  the  sale.  Also,  thanks  to  our  auc- 
tioneer, Brad  Karoleff,  who  conduct- 
ed the  sale. 

NBS  SYMPOSIUM 

The  Society  sponsored  a sympo- 
sium at  the  convention.  We  were 
joined  by  Wendell  Wolka,  Fred 
Schwan  and  Joe  Boling  who  dis- 
cussed their  use  of  literature  and 
other  resources  as  they  researched 
their  specialties.  We  thank  them  for 
their  participation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 

The  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  to  allow  the  Board  to 
award  honorary  life  memberships 
passed  by  a wide  margin.  A review  of 
past  records  confirmed  that  NBS  co- 
founder George  Kolbe  is  currently 
our  only  honorary  life  member. 

CONTRIBUTION  TO  ANA 

On  behalf  of  the  NBS,  David 
Sklow  presented  a $1,000  check  to 
ANA  Executive  Director  Ed  Rochette 
and  ANA  Librarian  Nancy  Green  as  a 
contribution  to  the  rare  book  room. 
This  amount  was  pledged  last  year 


based  on  our  fundraising  efforts  and 
financial  position  at  the  time. 

Rochette  had  asked  the  NBS  to 
assist  in  raising  funds  for  remodeling 
efforts  at  the  ANA  headquarters  in 
Colorado  Springs.  If  you  plan  to 
make  a financial  contribution  to  the 
ANA,  consider  making  it  in  the 
name  of  the  NBS  to  support  the  rare 
book  room. 

EXHIBITS  AT  ANA 

Although  there  was  only  one 
exhibit  in  the  numismatic  literature 
class,  three  first  place  exhibits 
showed  literature  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  displays. 

Jim  Neiswinter  took  first  place  in 
the  Numismatic  Literature  classifica- 
tion with  "The  First  Photographic 
Plate  in  American  Numismatics  and 
the  Cents  of  1793."  He  showed  sev- 
eral early  published  studies  of  the 
cents  of  1793  that  lead  up  to  publi- 
cation of  Joseph  Levick's  photo- 
graphic plate  published  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  for 
April  1869.  He  also  displayed  the 
1793  Sheldon- 15  cent  that  appeared 
on  the  plate. 

Gerry  Kochel  took  first  place  in 
the  United  States  Coins  classifica- 
tion with  "A  Simulation  of  the 
Rarities  in  the  Louis  Helfenstine 
Sale."  The  exhibit  showed  the  poster 
made  from  the  cover  photograph  for 
Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  the 
Helfenstein  collection  (August  14, 
1964),  so  it  was  inspired  by  a piece 
of  numismatic  literature.  He  used 
cents  from  his  own  collection  in  the 
same  layout  as  the  photograph. 

Kenneth  Hill  took  first  place  in 
the  U.S.  Gold  Coins  classification 
with  "United  States  Gold  12  Piece 
Type  Set  with  Die  Varieties."  The 
exhibit  was  illustrated  with  several 
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of  the  standard  references  on  gold 
coin  varieties. 

Thanks  go  to  Eric  Holcomb,  who 
took  pictures  of  the  literature  exhibit 
again  this  year.  The  exhibit  can  be 
seen  on  the  NBS  Web  site  <www. 
coinbooks. org>  along  with  other 
past  winners. 

UPCOMING  ELECTION 

An  election  for  the  officers  and 
Board  of  the  NBS  will  take  place  in 
2003.  According  to  the  NBS  Cons- 
titution, nominations  will  be  accept- 
ed during  the  first  quarter  of  next 
year.  An  election  will  occur  during 
the  second  quarter. 

Tom  Sheehan  has  agreed  to  serve 
as  leader  of  the  nominations  com- 
mittee. If  you  would  like  to  run  for 
the  NBS  Board  or  nominate  some- 
one, please  contact  Tom. 

FUTURE  ANA  CONVENTIONS 

Howard  Daniel  III  suggested  that 
the  NBS  could  share  his  club  table  at 
future  ANA  conventions.  Although 
this  did  not  get  on  the  agenda  for 
discussion  by  the  Board,  everyone 


that  1 talked  with  likes  the  idea.  We 
will  need  to  provide  promotional  lit- 
erature and  membership  forms. 

Again  this  year  our  NBS  meetings 
conflicted  with  other  events  and 
two  of  us  had  to  leave  in  the  middle 
of  the  general  meeting  because  of 
other  conflicts.  If  we  move  our 
meetings  to  other  times,  we  will 
probably  conflict  with  something 
else.  Let  your  Board  members  know 
when  you  would  like  to  have  meet- 
ings at  future  conventions. 

25TH  ANNIVERSARY  PLANS 

The  25th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Society  will  occur  in 
2004.  We  are  looking  at  events  to 
commemorate  this  occasion.  We  are 
planning  a special  issue  of  The 
Asylum  to  be  published  before  the 
2004  ANA  convention  in  Pittsburgh. 
We  will  be  soliciting  articles  from 
noted  literature  scholars,  and  possi- 
bly reprinting  important  articles 
from  past  issues.  Do  you  have  a 
favorite  article?  Send  any  sugges- 
tions to  E.  Tomlinson  Fort  or  David 
Fanning. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor: 

Some  years  back,  an  article  was 
printed  in  The  Asylum  referring  to 
the  existence  of  a book  by  Kamal 
Ahwash  on  Liberty  seated  half  dimes 
(Ahwash  is  noted  for  his  1977 
Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
1837-1891).  This  article,  by  Robert 
Zavos  ( The  Asylum , Vol.  VIII,  No.  1 
(1990),  pp.  20-21),  is  entitled  "The 
Rarest  Numismatic  Title"  and  refers 
to  an  apparently  successful  bid  at  a 
Kolbe  auction  for  the  half  dime 
book. 

Having  indexed  this  article  for  The 
Asylum,  I remembered  it  when  a 
request  was  made  by  Steve  Crain  in 
The  E-Sylum  for  information  on 
Valentine  or  his  book  on  half  dimes. 

I mentioned  this  to  Steve,  who 
seemed  baffled  by  it,  knowing  that 
Ahwash  had  begun  work  on  such  a 
text,  but  he  was  certain  Ahwash  had 
not  finished  it  before  his  untimely 
death.  The  uncertainty  was  bother- 
some, so  I finally  asked  George 
Kolbe  if  he  had  any  recollection  of 
the  situation. 

He  did!  The  following  is  the  note  I 
received  promptly  back  from 
George: 

Dear  Bill, 

Some  years  ago,  an  Ahwash 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  was 
mis-described  in  one  of  my  auc- 
tion catalogues  as  being  on  half 
dimes.  When  this  was  called  to 


my  attention,  as  a joke  I sawed  a 
copy  of  the  book  in  half  to  prove 
to  the  correspondent  that  there 
was  indeed  an  Ahwash  book  on 
the  topic.  Silly,  but  there  it  is! 

Best,  George 

I thanked  George  and  requested 
permission  to  quote  his  letter  in 
print.  He  came  back  with  the  follow- 
ing: 

Bill, 

1 just  re-read  The  Asylum  article. 
You  should  do  so  too.  You  will  see 
why  you  were  misled  and  it 
refreshed  my  memory.  I believe 
the  article  caused  me  to  drag  out 
the  circular  saw  and  get  to  work! 
Mr.  Zavos  got  his  specimen  and 
the  other  one  (half?)  went  eventu- 
ally to  David  Block  with  the 
request  that  it  be  sold  to  enrich 
the  NBS  treasury,  but  I do  not 
believe  that  David  ever  did  any- 
thing about  it.  Perhaps  one  day 
this  indeed  "scarce  book"  will 
come  to  light  and  be  sold  at  auc- 
tion, with  a half  page  description 
of  course.  Fire  (i.e.,  quote)  at  will! 
Best,  George 

I consider  those  responses  as 
authoritative  as  could  be  imagined: 
Kamal  Ahwash's  Encyclopedia  of 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes  does  not 
exist! 

William  Malkmus 


THE  ASYLUM  t FALL  2002 


105 


Seven  Steps  to  Protect  Tour 
Library  Investment 

By  Doug  Andrews1 


Someone  recently  asked  me,  "My 
homeowner's  insurance  won't  ade- 
quately cover  my  numismatic  library 
for  fire  and  theft.  What  should  I 
do?"  This  gentleman  had  just  dis- 
covered, fortunately  before  his  book 
collection  was  damaged  or 
destroyed,  that  it  can  be  a challenge 
to  protect.  However,  with  a little 
preparation  and  the  following 
seven-step  plan,  you  can  help  avoid 
a serious  loss  to  your  library. 

STEP  ONE: 

Understanding  the  risks 

As  book  collectors,  the  key  to  safe- 
guarding our  libraries  depends  on 
understanding  how  the  risk  of  dam- 
age or  loss  to  our  books  differs  from 
that  to  other  property.  The  person 
whose  question  inspired  this  article 
thought,  like  many  of  us,  that  he 
should  protect  his  library  against  fire 
and  theft.  While  a devastating  fire 
could  destroy  your  library  — and 
your  home  or  other  book  storage 
location  — or  you  could  lose  a cou- 
ple books  to  a thief,  usually  the 
greatest  risk  by  far  to  our  libraries  is 
water  damage.  House  fires  are  rela- 
tively rare  and  are  less  frequent  than 
they  were  even  a generation  ago, 
thanks  to  education,  safer  heating 
and  cooking  appliances,  and  stricter 
code  enforcement.  When  fires  do 
occur,  the  severity  of  damage  tends 
to  be  significant,  however,  due  not 
only  to  flames,  but  also  to  smoke, 
heat  and  the  water  or  chemicals 
used  to  extinguish  the  fire. 

Another  risk  of  severe  damage  is 
from  wind  storms,  including  torna- 


does, typhoons  and  hurricanes.  If 
you  live  in  "tornado  alley"  or  in  a 
coastal  area,  chances  are  that  you 
tend  to  look  at  precautions  for  your 
books  in  the  context  of  your  overall 
disaster  plan. 

The  next  general  type  of  risk  is 
that  which,  while  more  frequent  in 
occurrence,  tends  to  result  in  little 
damage  to  libraries.  In  this  category 
are  losses  due  to  burglaries,  thefts, 
riot  and  vandalism.  Books,  even  rare 
books,  are  not  major  targets  of  bur- 
glars, except  in  isolated  cases  where 
the  culprit  has  intimate  knowledge 
of  your  collection  in  advance. 
Otherwise,  thieves  usually  ignore 
books  because  they  are  heavy,  more 
difficult  to  conceal  and  dispose  of, 
and  are  not  a quick  source  of  cash, 
unlike  camcorders,  jewelry,  televi- 
sions and  coins.  Damage  to  books 
from  riot  and  vandalism  is  also  fairly 
rare  and,  again,  tends  to  be  looked 
at  in  conjunction  with  precautions 
against  loss  of  other  property,  which 
is  a sensible  approach. 

In  summary,  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  losses  involving  library 
property  are  unique,  and  books, 
while  much  more  susceptible  to  cer- 
tain kinds  of  damage  (such  as  from 
water),  often  escape  thefts  and  van- 
dalism. 

STEP  TWO: 

Reducing  the  Risks  — Water 

Water  damage  can  be  caused  by  a 
number  of  different  phenomena 
including:  burst  piping;  leakage 
from  a heating  appliance,  dishwash- 
er or  waterbed;  sewer  backup;  roof  or 


1 Doug  Andrews  has  a degree  in  social  sciences  from  McMaster  University,  holds  a 
diploma  in  risk  management,  and  is  a Certified  Fraud  Examiner.  He  has  been  an  inde- 
pendent insurance  adjuster  and  risk  management  consultant  for  28  years,  practicing 
in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
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window  leakage;  and  exposure  to 
other  perils  such  as  wind  storms, 
wave  damage,  flood  or  firefighting 
efforts  (Figure  1).  Try  to  avoid  shelv- 
ing or  storing  books  in  your  garage 
or  basement.  Both  tend  to  be  damp 
and  often  experience  dramatic 
swings  in  humidity.  Good  ventila- 
tion and  air  exchange  also  help  to 
ensure  favorable  book  storage  condi- 
tions. 

Locating  your  library  above 
ground  level  is  a sound  practice, 
whenever  possible.  Lowest  areas 
always  fill  with  water  first,  whether 
due  to  plumbing  rupture,  sewer 
backup  or  flooding.  Are  your  pipes 
prone  to  leaks,  or  do  you  often  hear 
loud  "water  hammer"  noises  in  your 
hot  water  radiators  or  pipes?  Either 
condition  may  be  an  early  warning 
sign  of  potential  danger  to  your 
library  and  should  be  investigated 
by  a licensed  plumber. 

There  are  a number  of  relatively 
inexpensive  steps  a homeowner  can 
take  to  help  avoid  damage  due  to 


sewer  backup.  Water  seeks  the  path 
of  least  resistance  to  escape  through 
residential  drains.  If  you  have  a 
basement,  check  valves  can  be 
installed  in  floor  drains  and  shut-off 
valves  placed  in  plumbing  fixtures 
to  lessen  the  chances  of  backup. 
Home  improvement  stores  or 
plumbers  often  can  recommend 
additional  steps  that  will  make  your 
basement  a safer  environment.  A 
few  dollars  spent  today  on  these  pre- 
ventative measures  can  save  you  lit- 
erally thousands,  and  many  head- 
aches, from  a sewer  backup. 

Apartment  and  high-rise  condo- 
minium dwellers  also  can  take  pre- 
cautions against  water  damage.  Try 
to  locate  your  library  away  from  out- 
side walls.  Particularly  in  northern 
areas  of  the  country,  hot  water  radi- 
ators are  usually  found  along  exteri- 
or walls,  exposing  your  books  to  a 
greater  threat  of  water  exposure 
from  a sudden  leak  in  either  your 
apartment  or  from  your  upstairs 
neighbors.  Similarly,  apartment  stor- 


Figure  1:  While  restoration  of  books  suffering  immersion  damage  is  possible, 
in  this  instance  their  value  as  collectibles  is  almost  certainly  destroyed. 
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age  lockers  are  frequently  located  in 
basements  or  with  boilers  or  heat 
distribution  systems  nearby. 

STEP  THREE: 

Reducing  the  Risks  — Fire  and  Other 
Perils 

Campaigns  by  local  fire  depart- 
ments, television  advertising  and 
tips  placed  everywhere  from  your 
telephone  directory  to  the  enclo- 
sures with  your  property  tax  bill 
have  created  greater  public  aware- 
ness of  fire  safety  and  fire  preven- 
tion than  ever  before.  Accordingly, 
we  will  not  dwell  on  fire  safety  here 
at  any  length,  except  to  caution 
against  having  your  library  itself 
contribute  to  a hazard.  A quick 
check  to  ensure  that  books  and 
other  library  materials  do  not  block 
heating  vents  or  cold  air  returns  will 
help  avoid  furnace  overheating. 
Books  and  storage  cartons  also 
should  not  block  doorways,  halls  or 
other  essential  fire  escape  routes. 

If  you  are  concerned  about  theft 
of  your  rare  books,  the  same  precau- 
tion applies  to  your  library  as  to 
anything  else  you  collect:  be  careful 
about  inadvertently  “advertising" 
what  you  own.  This  includes  open 
use  of  your  home  address  or  other 
identifying  information  in  publica- 
tions, Web  sites  and  ads,  discussion 
of  what  prized  books  are  in  your  col- 
lection with  unfamiliar  people  and 
the  use  of  indiscrete  locations  for 
delivery  of  books  that  may  attract 
unwanted  attention. 

STEP  FOUR: 

Planning  and  Prevention 

There  are  four  steps  that  every 
book  collector  should  take  today  to 
protect  their  library  from  loss. 

1.  Install  an  alarm.  Like  most 
Americans,  your  prevention  plan 
probably  includes  some  type  of 
battery-powered  smoke  alarm,  or 
possibly  a centrally  monitored 
home  burglary  alarm.  Both  are 


excellent  and  may  save  your  loved 
ones'  lives  as  well  as  your  books. 
Today,  a variety  of  other  monitor- 
ing systems  are  available  in  many 
urban  areas,  including  fire  and 
water  detectors,  and  these  may  be 
a worthwhile  investment  if  the 
rarity  or  value  of  your  collection 
justifies  it. 

2.  Keep  a running  inventory  of 
what  you  own  and  keep  it  off  site. 
Whether  you  use  a loose-leaf 
binder  or  a sophisticated  database 
management  system,  there  is  no 
substitute  for  an  accurate  and 
detailed  list  of  your  holdings 
(include  receipts),  and  it  is  invalu- 
able if  you  suffer  a loss. 

3.  Have  a plan  for  emergency 
removal  and  temporary  storage  of 
your  library  to  avoid  a pending 
disaster  such  as  flood,  hurricane 
or  forest  fire. 

4.  Conduct  a periodic  review  of 
the  first  three  steps  listed  here  and 
keep  your  preparations  up  to  date. 

STEP  FIVE: 

Insurance 

Insurance  was  placed  toward  the 
end  of  this  discussion  because  it  is 
probably  the  most  common  — and 
least  understood  — method  of  risk 
management  available  to  book  col- 
lection owners  and  librarians. 
Moreover,  if  we  were  to  confine  our- 
selves to  an  examination  of  insur- 
ance only,  due  attention  to  the 
many  other  forms  of  loss  prevention 
and  reduction  looked  at  here  would 
be  placed  on  the  back  shelf  farthest 
from  the  door. 

Insurance  should  be  regarded  as 
one  of  many  techniques  to  avoid 
loss,  rather  than  the  only  one. 
Going  back  to  the  question  that 
opened  this  article,  homeowners' 
and  tenants'  insurance  alone  have 
serious  limitations  as  means  of  pro- 
tecting your  book  collection.  Some 
policies  will  restrict  insurance  limits 
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on  rare  books  to  a few  hundred  dol- 
lars, while  others  may  not  provide 
any  coverage  at  all.  The  solution 
often  is  to  add  a scheduled  articles 
endorsement  or  rider  to  your  policy. 
Many  insurers  offer  them  and  give 
library  owners  the  flexibility  to 
select  coverage  limits  appropriate  to 
their  personal  needs  and  individual- 
ly schedule  books,  catalogues,  auc- 
tion records  and  other  items  of 
interest. 

It  is  important  to  insure  your 
library  property  to  its  full  value,  to 
avoid  any  penalty  in  the  event  of 
loss.  This  applies  to  your  house,  per- 
sonal effects  and  business  as  well. 
Discounts  may  be  available  if  the 
premises  holding  your  books  are 
equipped  with  an  alarm  system. 

Two  additional  points  need  to  be 
addressed  respecting  coverage  limits. 
First,  values  fluctuate,  and  it  is  nec- 
essary to  monitor  and  update  your 
coverage  amounts  regularly,  taking 
into  account  the  following  factors: 
significant  acquisitions  or  disposals 
of  library  property;  changes  in  mar- 
ket demand  or  shifts  in  taste;  and 
recent  auction  sale  results,  especially 
respecting  rarities  that  are  offered 
infrequently.  Second,  book  and 
other  paper  restoration  costs  can  be 
considerable.  As  technology  has 
developed  in  this  specialized  field, 
the  fees  for  successful  restorative 
techniques  have  shot  upward.  The 
value  of  rare  or  unique  books  can  be 
significant,  and  in  these  instances 
the  cost  of  restoration  is  frequently 
worthwhile.  This  fact  often  is  over- 
looked in  purchasing  insurance. 

Coverage  may  be  offered  on  either 
an  all  risks  or  named  perils  basis. 
The  former,  as  the  name  implies, 
covers  you  and  your  library  property 
for  all  risks  of  physical  loss  or  dam- 
age subject  to  stated  exclusions. 
Named  perils  policies  are  more 
restrictive  and  generally  cheaper, 
but  only  cover  you  for  specified 
causes  of  loss.  Minimum  coverage 


should  include  water  escape,  sewer 
backup,  fire  and  wind  storm  protec- 
tion. 

The  Federal  Emergency  Manage- 
ment Agency  (FEMA)  offers  flood 
insurance  through  the  National 
Flood  Insurance  Program  in  some 
areas,  and  it  may  be  available  from 
private  insurance  companies  in 
other  areas.  As  with  the  other  sug- 
gestions here,  you  should  discuss 
this  with  your  insurance  broker  or 
agent  locally  and,  above  all,  ask  as 
many  questions  as  needed  to  satisfy 
yourself  that  you  are  receiving  the 
coverage  you  require.  If  you  are  pur- 
chasing flood  insurance,  verify 
whether  it  will  extend  to  your  col- 
lection. 

STEP  SIX: 

Disaster  Response 

The  consequences  of  a major  cata- 
strophe can  be  overwhelming.  But 
the  steps  taken  immediately  there- 
after invariably  will  dictate  how 
effectively  and  quickly  you  can 
recover.  This  is  particularly  true 
respecting  water  exposure,  where 
the  damage  continues  until  your 
library  holdings  are  removed  from 
the  damp  environment  and  restora- 
tion is  commenced. 

The  first  hours  after  water  damage 
occurs  are  critical.  Calamity  may 
strike  at  night  or  on  a holiday,  when 
it  is  more  difficult  to  reach  your 
insurer  fast,  and  the  steps  you,  the 
owner,  take  are  vitally  important.  In 
addition  to  cutting  off  the  source  of 
water,  if  that  is  practical,  books  and 
other  items  commonly  held  in  a 
library  should  be  removed  from  the 
environment  where  they  were  dam- 
aged. Water  from  any  external 
source  may  be  contaminated  and 
the  books  should  be  relocated  as 
soon  as  possible  to  a dryer  location 
where  fresh  air  can  circulate  around 
them  freely.  The  emphasis  here  is  on 
speed.  Stagnant  water  and  air  are 
ideal  breeding  grounds  for  mold  and 
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mildew,  so  removal  is  the  critical 
first  step  to  restoration  of  your  out 
of  print  or  one  of  a kind  books 
(Figure  2). 

In  addition  to  mold  and  possible 
contamination  from  sewage  and 
"gray  water,"  there  is  the  potential 
for  proximity  damage,  meaning 
damage  to  books  and  catalogues 
from  being  close  enough  to  the 
water  source  for  moisture  and  high 
humidity  exposure  to  take  place 
without  the  items  actually  being  in 
contact  with  the  water.  That  is  why 
removal  from  the  affected  area  as 
soon  as  safety  permits  is  crucial. 

STEP  SEVEN: 

Making  a Claim 

If  you  have  insurance,  contact 
your  broker  or  company  representa- 
tive as  soon  as  possible,  keeping  in 
mind  that  it  may  take  longer  for 
them  to  reach  you  following  an 
area-wide  disaster.  Don't  throw  any- 
thing away  until  after  the  adjuster 
has  inspected  it.  It  is  a good  idea  to 
separate  damaged  and  undamaged 


books  promptly,  and  keep  a list  of 
each.  Hopefully  you  have  kept  an 
inventory  of  what  you  have,  as  at  a 
time  like  this,  it  will  be  invaluable. 

The  quicker  you  produce  your 
inventory  and  any  available  pur- 
chase records,  appraisals  or  pho- 
tographs, the  sooner  you  can  expect 
to  be  able  to  move  your  claim 
toward  a successful  conclusion. 
Appraisals  from  a recognized  author- 
ity on  numismatic  books  and  related 
references  are  especially  useful  in 
accurately  establishing  the  value  of 
your  collection  for  claim  purposes. 
Verify  the  limitation  periods  applic- 
able to  your  claim  under  your  state's 
Insurance  Act.  These  vary  according 
to  the  jurisdiction,  but  after  a fixed 
time  — typically  twelve  months  — 
you  can  no  longer  receive  a claim 
payment. 

Having  a better  understanding  of 
the  risks  you  face  as  the  owner  of  a 
numismatic  library  will  enhance 
your  enjoyment  and  pride  of  own- 
ing your  cherished  or  rare  library 
holdings  for  many  years  to  come. 


Figure  2:  Mold  can  be  caused  by  flooding,  sewer  backup  or  plumbing  leak- 
age. These  books  were  damaged  simply  by  storing  them  on  a bare  concrete 
floor. 
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Genealogical  methods  in 
Humismatic  Research 

by  Leonard  Augsburger 


As  a longtime  amateur  genealo- 
gist, I have  become  familiar  with 
various  search  tools  which  can  be 
used  in  numismatic  research  as  well. 
For  studies  in  American  numismat- 
ics, biographical  information  is 
often  sought  on  collectors,  dealers, 
minters  and  many  other  individuals 
with  stronger  or  lesser  ties  to  the 
subject  at  hand.  This  can  often 
require  a bit  of  detective  work.  I 
have  found  the  following  tools  to  be 
quite  helpful  in  this  regard. 

The  Social  Security  Death  Index 

This  is  the  single  best  and  easiest 
to  use  source  of  genealogical  infor- 
mation in  this  country.  This  index 
includes  anyone  who  has  ever  regis- 
tered for  Social  Security  and  has 
since  died.  It  is  available  for  free  at 
the  commercial  Web  site  Ances- 
try.com  at  <www.ancestry.com>. 
With  this  index,  you  can  find  the 
social  security  number  and  death 
date  for  a given  individual,  provided 
you  can  supply  enough  information 
to  specifically  identity  the  individ- 
ual. With  millions  of  entries,  com- 
mon names  will  result  in  multiple 
matches.  However,  if  you  can  supply 
a birth  or  death  date  to  begin  with, 
as  well  as  a place  of  death,  chances 
are  good  you  can  narrow  the  search 
enough  to  find  who  you  are  looking 
for.  For  uncommon  surnames,  the 
chances  of  success  are  even  greater. 
Once  you  have  a Social  Security 
number,  you  can  write  to  the  Social 
Security  Administration  and,  for  a 
fee  (currently  $29),  they  will  supply 
you  with  a copy  of  the  original 
application  for  a Social  Security 
number.  This  is  where  you  can  find 
some  really  good  information.  The 
application  will  contain  the  father's 
name  and  mother's  maiden  name, 
date  and  place  of  birth,  and  even  the 
signature  of  the  applicant.  With  this 
information,  you  can  now  dig  fur- 
ther. 


Obituaries 

Once  you  have  a death  date  for  an 
individual,  you  are  ready  to  search 
for  an  obituary  in  an  area  newspa- 
per. Most  area  libraries  with  access 
to  the  local  papers  on  microfilm  will 
do  this  for  a minimum  fee  or  even 
for  free.  You  can  find  area  libraries 
by  using  an  Internet  directory  such 
as  Switchboard.com.  Be  sure  to 
check  over  a several  day  period.  A 
newspaper  might  have  a terse  men- 
tion of  the  death  one  day,  followed 
up  by  more  detailed  information 
several  days  later.  For  rich  biographi- 
cal information  about  a person 
(beyond  the  names/dates/places 
info),  this  will  generally  be  the  best 
source  of  data. 

State  Vital  Records 

These  are  a mish-mosh  of  infor- 
mation as  all  states  treat  vital 
records  according  to  their  own 
needs.  Some  states  restrict  records  to 
next-of-kin,  which  basically  means 
that  certain  records  will  rot  in  ware- 
houses forever  because  the  state  has 
deemed  that  no  one  is  "closely  relat- 
ed" enough  to  the  individual  in 
question  in  order  to  access  the  files 
and  everyone  who  was  qualified  is 
now  dead.  Other  states  are  far  more 
reasonable,  opening  up  files  after  a 
certain  amount  of  time  (say,  50  or 
100  years).  If  you  are  lucky,  you  can 
find  birth,  marriage,  deatn  and  will 
documents.  Because  regulations  dif- 
fer and  change,  it  is  best  to  visit  a 
Web  site  such  as  Vitalrec.com  which 
specializes  in  this  sort  of  thing  — 
there  you  will  find  information  on  a 
state  by  state  basis  on  how  to  access 
these  records.  Most  records  can  be 
ordered  for  a few  dollars  each.  The 
more  information  you  can  supply 
on  what  you  are  looking  for,  the 
greater  your  chances  for  success. 
Some  states  have  better  indexes  than 
others  and  can  search  over  a several 
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year  period  quickly.  Others  may 
need  exact  dates  to  locate  a vital 
record. 

Internet  Directories 

If  an  individual  has  died  recently, 
Internet  directories  such  as  Switch- 
board.com  can  provide  a list  of  peo- 
ple with  the  same  surname  who  live 
in  the  same  area  as  the  decedent. 
This  is  a good  way  to  track  down 
any  living  relatives.  If  you  wish  to  be 
less  intrusive,  use  Bigfoot.com  or 
your  favorite  email  address  reposito- 
ry to  generate  a list  of  matches  to 
tne  surname  in  question  — you  can 
then  send  a mass  email  to  this  list, 
as  opposed  to  contacting  people 
through  snail  mail  or  via  telephone. 

Census  Records 

These  are  generally  difficult  to  use 
but  can  provide  very  helpful  infor- 
mation, such  as  the  names  and  ages 
of  everyone  in  the  family,  occupa- 
tions, ethnic  background,  etc.  The 
commercial  site  Ancestry.com  now 
has  many  census  images  on  file 
which  can  be  viewed  directly  over 
the  Web  (do  not  try  this  over  dial-up 
connections,  as  it  can  be  quite  slow). 
It  will  be  very  helpful  to  get  a good 
detailed  map  of  the  area  you  are 
looking  at  as  most  records  are 
arranged  geographically.  For  in- 
stance, in  a city,  the  census  taker 
went  up  and  down  a block  writing 
family  names  down.  These  streets 
were  joined  with  others  to  form 
"enumeration  districts"  (typically  a 
few  square  blocks  in  size),  and  it  is 
here  where  you  need  to  have  a good 
geographical  reference  to  the  area  in 
question  as  the  enumeration  dis- 
tricts will  be  defined  arbitrarily.  For 
a large  city,  there  will  be  hundreds 
of  enumeration  districts.  Note:  the 
1890  census  was  largely  destroyed 
by  fire  and  no  longer  exists.  Also, 
the  1930  census  was  just  released 
(these  records  are  sealed  for  72  years 
by  law). 

Newspaper  Indexes 

The  amount  of  numismatic  infor- 
mation remaining  to  be  mined  from 
the  vast  records  of  the  American 
press  is  considerable.  Getting  at  it, 


however,  is  no  small  feat!  For 
starters,  I am  recommending  the 
New  York  Times  index,  which  is 
available  at  major  libraries.  This 
archive  goes  back  over  100  years  and 
almost  certainly  contains  biographi- 
cal information  on  any  collectors 
and  dealers  who  were  otherwise 
prominent  in  society,  particular 
those  who  lived  in  tne  New  York 
area.  Other  newspapers  have  indexes 
as  well,  though  these  are  by  no 
means  ubiquitous.  Ask  at  area 
libraries  for  these.  I have  found  that 
pointed  questions  can  be  necessary 
as  librarians  are  sometimes  reluctant 
to  share  resources  which  may 
require  handholding.  A recent  trip 
to  Baltimore  found  newspaper 
indexes  available  only  in  an 
unmarked  cabinet  and  only  by  ask- 
ing. When  I looked  at  them,  I 
understood  why  — they  are  by  no 
means  easy  to  use  — but  they  are 
invaluable  just  the  same. 

"Cyberstalking" 

This  refers  to  the  practice  of  blind- 
ly typing  an  individual's  name  into 
a search  engine  (such  as  Google.com 
or  Altavista.com)  and  seeing  what 
comes  up.  Sometimes  the  informa- 
tion is  useful,  sometimes  it  is  worth- 
less. If  nothing  else,  you  may  find 
other  researchers  asking  the  same 
questions  as  yourself.  But  you  never 
know  what  you  might  find  until  you 
look! 

City  Directories 

One  of  Dave  Bowers's  favorite 
search  methods.  These  are  available 
usually  only  in  the  libraries  of  the 
city  in  question.  A letter  to  the 
library  with  a detailed  explanation 
of  what  you  are  looking  for  will  usu- 
ally get  a quick  response.  In  it  you 
will  typically  find  the  address  and 
occupation  of  the  person  in  ques- 
tion, plus  names  of  other  household 
residents.  Many  city  directories  also 
have  a "reverse"  listing  showing 
business  and  individuals  by  street  — 
this  is  quite  helpful  for  finding 
information  about  people  who  lived 
nearby  the  individual  in  question. 
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What  People  Will  Put  on  eBay 

By  Stephen  B.  Pradier 


In  late  July  2001  I was  the  high 
bidder  on  a book  entitled  "Coins  & 
Medals"  which  had  been  listed  on 
the  internet  auction  site  eBay.  The 
individual  listing  the  book  included 
a very  fuzzy  digital  picture  and  a 
somewhat  clearer  image  of  the  first 
page  of  the  book  and  referenced  it  in 
the  auction  text.  The  listing  went  on 
only  to  mention  that  it  contained 
The  Groux  Collection,  Now  the  property 
of  a lady  in  Washington  to  be  sold  at 
Auction,  the  back  cover  was  missing 
and  the  spine  was  becoming 
detached. 

1 was  familiar  with  the  Groux 
Collection  from  George  Kolbe's  Sales 
Catalogue  listings. 

The  book  did  not  seem  to  be  too 
bad  a copy,  and  the  minimum  bid 
was  very  low. 

Once  I received  the  book  I was 
surprised  to  find  that  it  not  only 
contained  the  catalogue  of  the 
Groux  Collection,  but  also  several 
other  catalogues  as  well.  Bound  with 
only  the  semi-attached  front  cover 
and  loose  spine  lettered:  A 

Catalogue  of  Coins  & Medals.  The 
boards  of  the  volume  were  well  - 
worn  quarter  leather  and  marbled 
paper  with  similarly  worn  leather 
corners. 

The  book  had  the  stamp  of  Alfred 
University  Library  in  Alfred,  New 
York. 


I did  a little  research  via  the 
Internet  and  was  surprised  to  find 
out  some  very  interesting  facts. 

Alfred  University  (and  the  village 
where  it  is  located)  is  named  after 
King  Alfred  the  Great  (871-899),  the 
ninth-century  ruler  of  the  kingdom 
of  Wessex,  which  was  located  in 
what  is  now  southern  England.1  The 
king  was  a distinguished  leader, 
writer  and  thinker.  In  1877,  a statue 
of  Alfred  was  unveiled  in 
Winchester,  England.  The  inscrip- 
tion on  the  statue  summarizes  the 
legacy  of  this  complex,  pivotal  fig- 
ure: 

"Alfred  found  learning  dead,  and 
he  restored  it.  Education  neglected, 
and  he  revived  it.  The  laws  power- 
less, and  he  gave  them  force.  The 
Church  debased,  and  he  raised  it. 
The  land  ravaged  by  a fearful 
enemy,  from  which  he  delivered  it. 
Alfred's  name  will  live  as  long  as 
mankind  shall  respect  the  past."^ 

The  University's  inception  dates 
are  as  follows: 

• 1836  — Select  School  founded. 

• 1843  — Alfred  Academy  estab- 
lished. 

• 1857  — Alfred  University  char- 
tered. 

In  the  mid-nineteenth  century, 
when  Alfred  University  was  young, 
the  library  was  located  in  a small 
room  under  the  belfry  of  the  chapel 


Two  modern  biographies  are  now  available:  A.P.  Smyth,  King  Alfred  the  Great 
(Oxford,  1995)  and  R.  Abels,  Alfred  the  Great:  War,  Kingship  and  Culture  in  Anglo-Saxon 
England  (Harlow,  1998).  A good  collection  of  translations  of  sources,  including  the 
king's  own  literary  efforts,  along  with  extensive  commentaries,  may  be  found  in  S. 
Keynes  and  M.  Lapidge,  Alfred  the  Great  (Harmondsworth,  1983). 

2One  interesting  mistake  on  the  Alfred  monument  in  Winchester  (wrongly 
believed  to  be  his  "capital"  in  the  nineteenth  century)  is  that  it  lists  his  death  date  as 
AD  901.  This  common  Victorian  error  was  pointed  out  by  W.H.  Stevenson,  "The  Date 
of  King  Alfred's  Death,"  English  Historical  Review  13  (1898),  pp.  71-77.  The  author  has 
not  been  to  the  campus  of  Alfred  University  and  does  not  know  if  similar  inscription 
errors  occur  there. 
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(Alumni  Hall).  It  was  later  trans- 
ferred to  a small  room  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  building.  It  was  open 
only  twice  a week  for  fifteen  min- 
utes at  a time.  The  number  of  books 
charged  out  in  a given  school  year 
was  less  than  one  hundred  volumes. 

The  library  was  enlarged  in  1887 
and  moved  to  the  second  floor  of 
Kenyon  Hall,  which  was  located 
where  the  Powell  Campus  Center 
now  stands.  It  was  open  for  two 
hours  daily  during  the  school  year. 
The  number  of  volumes  totaled 
8,310.  The  books  were  catalogued 
according  to  the  Dewey  Decimal 
System.  Interestingly,  Melvil  Dewey 
was  an  AU  student  in  1870,  and 
later  it  was  he  who  convinced 
Andrew  Carnegie  that  AU  needed  a 
new  library. 

After  much  discussion  and  many 
pleas  from  President  Boothe  C. 
Davis,  Mr.  Carnegie  agreed  to  fund  a 
library  for  AU.  The  Carnegie  Library 
building  was  built  in  1912  and  dedi- 
cated in  1913.  By  1933,  it  boasted  a 
collection  of  almost  50,000  books 
and  periodicals.  This  number  con- 
tinued to  grow,  and  by  World  War  II 
books  and  magazines  were  being 
stored  all  over  campus  due  to  lack  of 
space  in  the  Carnegie  Library. 
Microfilm  and  other  modern  inno- 
vations were  introduced,  including 
sound  recordings  (LPs). 

The  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals 
was  catalogued  as  "Class  737," 
"Book  C28."  This  book  may  have 
very  well  been  one  of  the  early  vol- 
umes catalogued  by  Dewey  himself. 

The  contents  of  the  Catalogue  of 
Coins  and  Medals  consisted  of  nine 
different  complete  auction  cata- 
logues. 

All  were  uniformly  trimmed  to  fit 
the  bound  volume  with  the  original 
covers  removed. 

Some  of  the  catalogues  have  nota- 
tions and  prices  penciled  in  and  are 
so  noted  in  the  listing  of  its  con- 
tents. 


Listed  here  are  the  catalogues 
bound  in: 

1.  Catalogue  Of  The  Entire  Cabinet 
Of  Antique  Medieval  And  Modern 
Coins,  Medals  and  Jetons.  For  many 
years  known  and  celebrated  as  the 
Groux  Collection.  Now  the  property  of  a 
lady  in  Washington  to  be  sold  by  auc- 
tion without  reserve,  at  the  Clinton 
Hall  Sales  Rooms  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  Wednes-day  and  Thursday, 
April  7th,  8th  and  9th,  1874  commenc- 
ing at  4 o'clock.  The  Messrs.  Leavitt, 
Auctioneers. 

Catalogued  by  William  H.  Stro- 
bridge.  57  pp.,  1173  lots.  With  pen- 
cilled notations  and  signature  of  H. 
G.  Sampson. 

2.  Catalogue  Of  A Valuable  Collec- 
tion of  Coins  and  Medals  Late  The 
Property  Of  Mr.  James  Parker,  De- 
ceased, And  Other  Collectors  to  be  sold 
at  auction  by  Messrs.  Bangs,  Merwin  & 
Co.,  656  Broadway,  New  York,  On 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday  55th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th  May 
1874. 

Catalogued  by  Edward  Cogan.  94 
pp.,  2073  lots. 

3.  Catalogue  Of  A Very  Rare  and 
Valuable  Assortment  of  Coins  and 
Medals,  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper, 
The  Property  of  E.  Harrison  Sanford, 
Esq.  To  be  sold  at  auction  by  Messrs. 
Bangs,  Merwin  & Co.,  656  Broadway, 
New  York.  On  Friday,  27th  November 
1874. 

Catalogued  by  Edward  Cogan.  20 
pp.,  367  lots. 

4.  Catalogue  of  a Valuable  and 
Interesting  Collection  of  United  States 
and  Foreign  Silver  and  Copper  Coins 
and  Medals,  the  property  of  a widow 
lady  of  Boston,  Mass.  To  be  sold  at 
auction  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
January  25,  26.  27,  28,  1875.  Com- 
mencing each  day  at  two  o'clock,  by 
Messrs.  Leavitt,  Auctioneers,  Clinton 
Hall,  Astor  Place,  New  York. 
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Catalogued  by  John  W.  Haseltine. 
78  pp.,  2022  lots. 

5.  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals  to 
be  sold  at  Auction  by  Messrs.  Bangs, 
Merwin  & Company,  656  Broadway, 
New  York,  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, 16th  and  17th  December  1874. 
The  sale  to  commence  at  Four 
o'clock,  P.M. 

Catalogued  by  Edward  Cogan.  48 
pp.,  875  lots. 

6.  Catalogue  of  a Very  Extensive  and 
Valuable  Collection  of  Gold,  Silver  and 
Copper  Coins  and  Medals,  of  Various 
Countries.  The  property  of  the  late 
Ex-Governor  Packer,  of  Pennsylvan- 
ia, and  sold  by  order  of  the  Execu- 
tors. The  sale  will  take  place  at  the 
Auction  Rooms  of  Messrs.  Bangs, 
Merwin  & Co.,  694  Broadway,  N.Y., 
On  Monday  the  27th  Feb.  to  the  3d 
March,  1871,  inclusive,  commenc- 
ing each  day  at  5 o'clock,  P.M. 

Catalogued  by  Edward  Cogan.  106 
pp.,  3018  lots. 

7.  Catalogue  of  Valuable  American 
Coins  & Medals  the  property  of  Charles 
Clay,  M.D.  of  Manchester,  England,  to 
be  sold  at  auction,  by  Geo.  A.  Leavitt  & 
Co.,  at  their  salesrooms,  Clinton  Hall, 
Astor  Place,  New  York  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  & Thursday  Evenings 
December  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  1871.  Sale 
to  commence  each  day  at  5 o'clock. 
Included  is  the  Catalogue  of  a Complete 
Collection  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Currency, 
from  its  first  to  its  latest  issues,  with 
Bank  Notes  and  Money  Cards,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Island,  or  Illustrative 
of  the  Triune  by  Charles  Clay  M.D. 
The  most  complete  collection  of  the 
kind  in  the  world,  and  one  that  cannot 
be  formed  again. 

Catalogued  by  W.  H.  Strobridge. 
Sales  prices  penciled  in  for  all  Lots 
from  414  (The  start  of  American 
Medals  p.  36)  to  lot  1228  (p.  83). 


The  first  page  of  the  catalogue  has  a 
penciled  note  "Sold  in  a lot  $205. 
The  "Books,  Coins,  Etc."  section  of 
the  catalogue  (pp.  96-97)  have  all 
the  prices  penciled  in.  97  pp.,  1356 
lots. 

8.  Catalogue  of  United  States  and 
Foreign  Gold,  Silver  & Copper  Coins, 
Medals,  Tokens,  Etc.  to  be  Sold  at 
Auction  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Birch  & 
Son,  No.  1110  Chestnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  afternoons,  January  13, 
14  and  15,  1874,  commencing  at  three 
o'clock  P.M. 

Catalogued  by  John  Haseltine.  48 
pp.,  1146  lots. 

9.  Catalogue  of  A Collection  of 
Coins,  Autographs,  Minerals  and  other 
Curiosities.  Property  of  Francis  T. 
Hagadorn,  of  Baltimore.  To  be  sold  at 
auction  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Birch  & 
Son,  1110  Chestnut  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, on  Wednesday  Afternoon, 
June  17,  '74,  commencing  at  three 
o'clock. 

Catalogued  by  John  Haseltine.  15 
pp.,  287  Lots. 

All  pages  of  the  book  are  crisp  and 
clean.  My  feeling  is  that  the  book 
was  withdrawn  from  the  Alfred 
University  Library  due  to  its  age,  and 
the  seller  came  upon  it,  seeing  it 
merely  as  an  old  book  of  little  or  no 
importance,  decided  they  might 
make  a couple  of  dollars  by  putting 
it  up  for  action  on  the  eBay. 

I had  this  entire  series  of  cata- 
logues rebound  in  full  black  moroc- 
co with  heavy  marbled  end  sheets 
by  the  Heckman  Bindery  of  North 
Manchester,  Illinois  at  a cost  of 
$48.50. 

My  high  bid  on  this  item  was 
$20.80,  plus  $5  to  insure  and  ship  it 
to  me. 
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Ridden  Treasures  in  Old  Literature 

By  David  F.  Fanning 


1 recently  discovered  a letter  writ- 
ten in  1957  which  proposes  what 
must  be  one  of  the  more  unusual 
deals  of  which  1 have  heard  relating 
to  numismatics  or  the  collecting  of 
paper  currency.  The  letter  is  written 
on  two  sheets  of  small  notepaper,  in 
pencil.  This  shoddy  presentation, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  there  are 
a few  stray  notations  of  an  irrelevant 
nature  on  the  verso  of  each  leaf,  sug- 
gests that  the  copy  I have  found  is  a 
draft.  For  that  reason,  we  may  never 
know  if  the  offer  was  actually  made, 
much  less  whether  it  was  accepted. 

The  author  of  the  letter  is  Albert 
N.  Hantem,  of  White  Lake,  South 
Dakota  (many  thanks  go  to  Wayne 
Homren  and  Tom  Sheehan  for  help- 
ing me  verify  this).  It  is  addressed  to 
William  A.  Philpott,  Jr.,  of  Dallas, 
Texas.  Philpott  was  a currency  col- 
lector who  built  a large  collection 
featuring  some  important  notes  in 
very  nice  condition.  The  impetus 
behind  the  letter  is  a three-page 
advertisement  Philpott  took  out  in 
the  December,  1957  issue  of  The 
Numismatist  (pages  1468-1470), 
offering  his  collection  for  sale  and 
listing  a number  of  selections  from 
it.  He  followed  up  this  advertise- 
ment in  subsequent  issues  sporadi- 
cally through  February  1959,  using 
the  pages  of  the  ANA  journal  to  pub- 
lish what  amounts  to  a very  interest- 
ing fixed  price  list  of  material. 

Although  Hantem's  talent  for 
writing  is  at  times  lacking,  I repro- 
duce the  letter  verbatim: 

Wm  A Philpott  Jr. 

Dallas  Texas  — 

Dear  Sir  — Offering  of  your 
famous  currency  collection, 
about  which  I have  read  a great 
deal  and  I believe,  which  I saw 


(partially)  in  Omaha  of  55  con- 
vention, is  a surprise,  but  I pre- 
sume a great  satisfaction  to  place 
same  in  your  fellow  collectors 
collections. 

I was  tremendously  interested 
in  the  50  & 100  notes  of  1869 
#30  and  #31  — . At  this  time,  I 
could  not  possibly  raise  these  fig- 
ures, however  I realize  they  are 
worth  every  cent  of  your  price. 
However,  1 do  have  a proposition 
which  just  might  interest  you,  if 
not  no  harm  done;  however  it 
may  prove  very  profitable  to  you. 

I have  a quarter  of  land  — south 
& west  of  Beaumont  Texas  — 
approx.  20-25  miles  in  Jefferson 
County,  section  177  — the  SW  _ 
of  sec  177. 

I would  make  you  a deal  for  a 
years  oil  lease  on  same  for  the 
two  notes. 

Would  sincerely  appreciate 
your  word  if  at  all  interested  or  if 
you  could  pass  it  on.  I assure  you 
I certainly  will  be  following  your 
ads  from  now  on,  and  sincerely 
hope  to  ad  some  of  your  excep- 
tional notes  to  my  own  collec- 
tion. 

Very  sincerely 

And  every  wish  for  success 

I am  — 

A.N.  Hantem, 

ANA  5011 
White  Lake, 

S.  Dak. 

I found  the  note  tucked  away  in 
my  copy  of  the  December  1957  issue 
of  The  Numismatist.  The  funny  thing 
is  that  I've  probably  had  this  issue  of 
the  journal  for  at  least  a year,  but 
hadn't  yet  had  reason  to  refer  to  it. 
It  wasn't  until  I pulled  the  issue  off 
the  shelf  to  check  something  else 
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that  I noticed  it  came  with  an 
accompanying  bonus  text.  I suppose 
this  sort  of  thing  happens  fairly  fre- 
quently. I often  buy  books,  journals 
and  the  like  which  I know  I won't 
be  reading  for  some  time  as  I'm  busy 
with  other  projects.  I may  very  well 
have  gone  another  five  years  with- 
out having  had  reason  to  open  the 


issue,  and  during  that  time  the  letter 
would  have  remained  unknown. 
Granted,  in  this  case,  that's  not  very 
significant:  the  letter  is  a curiosity  at 
best.  But  who  knows  what  gold  may 
be  waiting  for  you  tucked  away  in 
an  old  magazine  you  haven't  had 
reason  to  open?  Check  it  out  — you 
may  be  lucky  enough  to  strike  oil. 


Get  on  Board  with  The  E-Sylum 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 


To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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Undex  to  The  Asylum 
Volumes  XV3  to  XX  (1998-2002) 

By  William  Malkmus 
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WETTERSTROM,  KERRY  K.  "Collecting  the  Auction  Catalogs 
of  Numismatic  Fine  Arts." 

WILSON,  JOHN  AND  NANCY  "The  Ken  Lowe  Library  Sale." 

"Overprinted  Coin  Show  "Red  Books"  and  Mr.  Yeo." 
(E)XVIII/4:128 

XENOS,  MYRON  "You  Don't  Say:"  Numismatic  Gleanings 
from  the  Past 


XVI/l:20-26 

XVI/l:4-7 

XVIlI/3:80-83 

XVIIl/3:89-90; 


XX/l:24-26 


ZANDER,  RANDOLPH  "Some  Random  Numismatic 

Reminiscences"  (in  three  parts)  XVI/2: 16-25; 

XVI/3:3-12;  XVI/4:4-13 


ANONYMOUS  or  MULTIPLE  AUTHORS  "Announcing  the  New 

Device:  Built-in  Orderly  Organized  Knowledge"  [BOOK]  XVI/3:24 

"Teenager  Wins  Numismatic  Literature  Essay  Contest"  XVII/3: 1 1 

"In  Memoriam:  John  F.  Bergman  (1944-2000)"  XVIII/4:98-103 

"In  Memoriam:  Frank  Katen  (1903-2001)  XIX/l:5-8 


"Candidate  Bios  for  the  2001  Election  of  Officers 

for  the  NBS"  XIX/2:55-60 

"Numismatics  in  the  Age  of  Grolier"  XIX/4: 135-136 


SUBJECT  INDEX 

AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

Christie,  Manson  & Woods,  1860  (First  photographically 

illustrated  auction  catalogue)  [article  by  George  F.  Kolbe]  XVI/2:25 

Cogan  May  21-22,  1860  (Alfred  Taylor  Sale) 

[article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz]  XIX/l:21-28 

Numismatic  Fine  Arts  [article  by  Kerry  K.  Wetterstrom]  XVI/l:4-7 

Roper  Auction  Sale  1851  Variants  [article  by 

P.  Scott  Rubin]  XVI/4:37-38;  (L)XVII/1:4 

Nineteenth  Century  Canadian  Material  [article  by 

Darryl  A.  Atchison]  XX/ 1: 14-21 


BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION 
Adams,  John  W.  [candidate  bio] 


XIX/2:55 
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[article  by  Bob  Schuman] 

Anderson,  P.  K.  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Attinelli,  Emmanuel  Joseph  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 
Baldwin,  Albert  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Barlow,  Joel  (1754-1812)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Bass,  Harry  Wesley,  Jr.  [eulogy  by  Ed  Deane] 

Idem  [eulogy  by  Francis  D.  Campbell,  Jr.] 

Idem  [article  by  George  Fuld] 

Bekicz,  Jan  Ignatiewicz  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 
Bergman,  John  Frederick  [eulogies  by  friends,  clients] 
[article  by  Wayne  Homren] 

[article  by  George  Kolbe| 

[article  by  Karl  Moulton] 

[letter  from  Larry  Turner] 

Breck,  Samuel  (1771-1862)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 
Breen,  Walter  [column  by  Myron  Xenos] 

Browning,  Ard  W.  [article  by  Carl  R.  Herkowitz] 

Bullowa,  David  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Burd,  William  A.  [candidate  bio] 

Burgon,  Thomas  (1787-1858)  [article  by 
William  E.  Daehn] 

Burns,  Edward  (cl 822- 1886)  [article  by  Lord  Stewartby] 
Buttrey,  Theodore  V.  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Byrne,  Ray  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Chapman,  Henry  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 
Cochran-Patrick,  Robert  William  [article  by 
Lord  Stewartby] 

Coe,  Billy  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Colburn,  Jeremiah  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Curtis,  John  K.  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Daggett,  John  [article  by  William  A.  Burd] 

Douglas,  Ben  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Eklund,  Ole  P.  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Elder,  Thomas  L.  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Fanning,  David  F.  [candidate  bio] 

Farouk  (King)  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Gartner,  John  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Gibbs,  Howard  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Gowans,  William  (1803-1870)  [articles  by 

Joel  [.Orosz]  XVIII/4:124 

Green,  E.  H.  R.  [report  by  Pete  Smith] 

Grunthal,  Henry  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Hawkins,  Edward  [article  by  Marvin  Lessen] 


XIX/3:87-88 
XVI/4:5-7 
XVIII/3:73-79 
XVI/2:20-21 
XVII/3:5-ll 
XVI/2:3-8 
XVI/2:9-l  1 
XVII/2: 15-16 
XVI/2:23-24 
XVIII/4:98-103 
XVIII/4:104-107 
XVIII/4:108-109 
XVIII/4:108-109 
XIX/1:3 
XVIII/2:50-59 
XX/l:24-25 
XVIII/4:1 15-123; 
(L)XIX/1:3 
XVI/2:21-22 
XIX/2:55 

XIX/4:120-126 

XVIII/2:36-49 

XVII/3.-23-29 

XVI/4:11-12 

XVI/2:19 

XVIII/2:36-49 

XVI/4:8-9 

XIX/l:21-28 

XVIl/l:5-9 

XVI/2:26-27 

XVI/3:3 

XVI/3:5-6,12 

XVI/2H7-19 

XIX/2:55-56 

XVI/4:4-5 

XVI/4:5 

XVI/3:7-8 

-128XIX/3:75-80; 

(L)XIX/4:109 

XIX/2:52-54 

XVI/4:9-10 

XVI/l:27-28 
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XIX/3:87-88 
XIX/2:55-56 
XVll/3:23-29 
XVI/3:4-5 
XIX/l:5-8 
X1X/1:9-11 
XIX/1:12-13 
X1X/1:14-15 
XIX/ 1:16-17 
XIX/4:127 
XlX/2:56-57 


Hays  (or  Hayes),  William  Wallace  [article  by 
Bob  Schuman] 

Hirt,  David  [candidate  bio] 

Hodder,  Michael  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Johnson,  Burdette  G.  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Katen,  Frank  (1903-2001)  [eulogies  by  friends,  clients] 

[article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

[eulogy  by  George  F.  Kolbe] 

[article  by  Wayne  K.  Homren] 

[article  by  Pete  Smith] 

[article  by  D.  Wayne  Johnson] 

Keele,  Ben  [candidate  bio] 

Klein,  George  Marion  [articles  by  Jordan  Hugh 

Mclnnis,  Jr.]  " XVI/4:36;  XVII/4:26-30 

"Koulz"  (see  Ruolz,  Montchal) 

Kowalski,  Arnold  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Kraljevich,  John  [candidate  bio] 

Landry,  Peter  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Lowe,  Ken  [notice  by  Michael  J.  Sullivan] 

[eulogy  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

[eulogy  by  Harold  Welch] 

Marotta,  Michael  E.  [candidate  bio] 

Mason,  Eben[ezer]  Locke,  Jr.  [article  by  D.  R.  R.  Pepper] 

Mattingly,  Harold  [article  by  Douglas  Saville] 

Mayers,  Frederick  W.  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Mease,  James  (1771-1846)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Metzger,  Bob  [candidate  bio] 

Mooney,  Glenn  A.  [report  by  Pete  Smith] 

Mosiondz,  Peter,  Jr.  [candidate  bio] 

Orosz,  JoelJ.  [candidate  bio] 

Peus,  Busso  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Pinkerton,  John  (1758-1826)  [article  by  William  E. 

Daehn] 

Powills,  M.  A.  [article  by  Wayne  K.  Homren] 

Rood,  Charles  C.  [column  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Idem  [article  by  Pete  Smith] 

Rubin,  P.  Scott  [candidate  bio] 

Ruolz,  Montchal  (1809-1887)  [article  by  David  Cassel] 

Schirmer,  William  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Schulman,  Hans  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Schwab,  Carl  O.  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 

Sheehan,  Tom  [candidate  bio] 

Sklow,  Dave  [candidate  bio] 

Smith,  Pete  [candidate  bio] 

Sodermann,  Leonid  [article  by  Randolph  Zander] 


XVI/3:8-9 
XIX/2:56 
XVI/4:5-7 
XVI/2:2 
XVI/2:11-12 
XVl/2:13-24 
XIX/2:55 
XVII/4:5-9 
XIX/2:39-45 
XIX/2:46-51 
XIX/4:128-134 
XIX/2:57-58 
XIX/2:52-54 
XIX/2:58 
XIX/2:58-59 
XVI/3:12 

XIX/4:120-126 
XIX/l:14-15,OBC 
XVI/2:28-32 
XVI/4:29-36;  (L)XVII/1:4 
XIX/2:59 
XX/2:54-58 
XVI/3:9-10 
XVI/3.-6-7 
XVI/4:12-13 
XIX/2:59 
XIX/2:60 
XIX/2:60 
XVI/4:12 
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Storer,  David  Humphreys  [article  by  Frederick  N.  Dyer]  XX/3:89-91 
Sureck,  Jake  [article  by  Randolph  Zander]  XVI/4:7-8 

Syllavan  (or  Sullivan),  Owen  (counterfeiter,  hanged  1756) 

[article  by  Eric  P.  Newman]  XIX/4:110-115 

von  Sandro,  Alex  [article  by  Randolph  Zander]  XVI/3: 1 1 

Walcutt,  Doug  [report  by  Pete  Smith]  XIX/2:52-54 

Woodside,  Bill  [article  by  Randolph  Zander]  XVI/4:10-11 

Wylie,  Alexander  Parker  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz]  XVII/2:7-10 

Yeo[man],  Richard  S.  [article  by  John  and 

Nancy  Wilson]  XVIII/3:89-90;  (E)XVIII/4:128 

Zander,  Randolph  [reminiscences]  XVI/2:16-25;  XVI/3:3-12; 

XVI/4:4-13 


BOOKS  (PRESERVATION,  ETC.) 

Gabrielle  Fox,  bookbinder  [meeting  reports]  XVI/1:3;  XVI/2: 14-15 

How  to  Pack  Books  [article  by  John  Bergman]  (repr. 
from  VIII/2: 19-21)  XVIII/4:1 12-1 14 

Insuring  one's  library  [article  by  Doug  Andrews]  XX/4: 105-109 


BOOKS  BY  TITLE 


The  Anatomy  of  Bibliomania  by  Holbrook  Jackson  [review 
by  William  Malkmus] 

Bibliomania  in  the  Middle  Ages  by  F.  Somner  Merryweather 
[review  by  William  Malkmus] 

Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts,  Maps,  Medals,  Coins  ...of 
the  Maryland  Historical  Society  by  Lewis  Mayer  (1856) 
[article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Communion  Tokens  of  the  World  by  Lester  M.  Burzinski 
[review  by  Larry  Dziubek] 

The  Coin  Dealer  Directory  Who's  Who  in  Numismatics  by 
McGouldrick  (1974)  [article  by  Pete  Smith] 

The  Coinage  of  Scotland  by  Edward  Burns  (1887)  [article 
by  Lord  Stewartby] 

The  Coins  of  Pontius  Pilate  by  Jean-Philippe 
Fontanille  and  Sheldon  Lee  Gosline  [review  by 
David  Fanning] 

De  Asse  et  Partibus  Eius  ...  by  Guillaume  Bude  (1514) 
[article  by  William  Malkmus] 


XX/2:59-61 

XX/2:59-61 

XVII/3:5-ll 

XVII/4:19 

XVIII/l:18-20 

XVIII/2:36-49 

XX/3:92-93 

XVI1/2:18-21; 

(E)XVII/3:3 


Encyclodedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  1837-1891 

by  Kamal  Abwash  [letter  by  William  B.  Malkmus]  XX/4: 104 

An  Essay  on  Medals  by  John  Pinkerton  (1784/1808)  [article 

by  William  E.  Daehn]  XIX/4:120-126 

Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Coins,  Greek  and  Roman  Medals 

Belonging  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Maryland  by 

Daniel  E.  Groux  (1851)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

XVII/3:5-l  1;  (L)XVII/4:4 


The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar,  by  Eric  P.  Newman  and 
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Kenneth  E.  Bressett  [article  by  Ken  Bressett]  XIX/3:71  -72; 

(L)XIX/4:109 

[article  by  Wayne  K.  Homren]  XIX/3:73-74 

A Gentle  Madness,  by  Nicholas  Basbanes  [review  by  William 
Malkmus]  XX/2:59-61 

Guide  Book  ofU.  S.  Coins  (Whitman  "Red  Book") 

[article  by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson]  XVIll/3:89-90; 

(E)XVIII/4:128 


A Guide  to  Coin  Investment,  by  Robert  Bilinski  [article 
by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Historical  Sketch  of  Continental  Paper  Money  by  Samuel 
Breck  (1843)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

History  of ...  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey  and  of 
the  Currency  ...by  Lucius  Q.  C.  Elmer  [column  by 
Wayne  Homren] 

Indian  Peace  Medals  in  American  History  by  Francis 
Paul  Prucha  [column  by  Wayne  Homren] 

Numisgraphics  by  Emmanuel  Joseph  Attinelli  [article  by 
Joel  J.  Orosz] 


XVII/ 1 : 1 5-29 
XVlIl/2:50-59 

XVI/4:24-28 

XVI/4:24-28 

XVIIl/3:73-75 


A Passion  for  Books  by  Lawrence  Clark  Powell 

[review  by  William  Malkmus]  XX/2: 59-61 

The  Picture  of  Philadelphia  ...,  by  James  Mease 

(1811/1831)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz]  XIX/4:128-134 

Portraits  and  Vignettes  ...  (United  States  Treasury 

Specimen  Books)  [article  by  Raphael  Ellenbogen]  XVI/ 1:12- 18; 

(L,E)XVII/2:3 


Records  of  the  Coinage  of  Scotland  ...  by  R.  W.  Cochran- 
Patrick  (1876)  [article  by  Lord  Stewartby] 

A Register  of  Half  Dollar  Varieties,  by  M.  L.  Beistle  [column 
by  Wayne  Homren] 

The  Riches  of  Coins  [CD],  (Smithsonian,  1992)  [column 
by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Scottish  Currency  [CD],  (National  Museum  of  Scotland) 
[review  by  E.  Tomlinson  Fort] 

The  Roman  Imperial  Coinage,  (Spink)  [article  by  Douglas 
Saville] 

A Short  Account  of  the  Life  of  John  +++++  alias  Owen 
Syllavan,  (anon,  pamphlet  c.  1 756)  [article  by  Eric  P. 
Newman] 

The  Silver  Coins  of  England,  by  Edward  Hawkins  [article 
by  Marvin  Lessen] 

The  Soho  Mint  and  the  Industrialization  of  Money,  by 
Richard  Doty  [article  by  Carl  C.  Honore] 

Something  About  Coins  by  E.  A.  Barra  (1863)  [letter  by 
David  Hirt] 

The  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  by  Hoyt  Sherman  [column  by 
Wayne  Homren] 


XVIII/2:36-49 

XVI/4:24-28 

XVI/3:13-18 

XVIII/3:91-92 

XIX/2:39-45 

XIX/4:1 10-115 
XVI/l:27-28 
XVII/2:12-13 
XVII/3:3-4 
XVI/4:24-28 
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The  Ultimate  Guide  to  Attributing  Bust  Half  Dollars, 
by  Glenn  R.  Peterson  [review  by  Michael  M.  Marotta] 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature  — Volume  I: 
Nineteenth  Century  Auction  Catalogs  by  John  W.  Adams 
[letter  from  George  F.  Kolbe] 

The  Universal  Counterfeit ...  Bank  Note  Detector  ...  by 
Henry  C.  Foote  (1849/53)  [article  by  Michael  J.  Sullivan] 
Varieties  of  the  Copper  Issues  of  the  United  States  Mint 
in  the  Year  1 794  by  E.  Maris  [article  by  Bob  Schuman] 
Watkins  broadside  (1828)  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz] 


XIX/3.-89-90 

XIX/1:4 

XVI/ 1:20-26 

XIX/3:87-88 

XVIII/3:75-76 


BOOK  COLLECTING  (GENERAL) 

Between  the  Covers  [column  by  Bill  Murray]  XVII/l:3-4 

Collecting  numismatic  literature  in  the  1960s 

[article  by  David  Hirt]  XX/387-88 


BOOK  SALE  REPORTS  (CONTEMPORARY) 

Dick  Punchard  Library  Sale  (Remy  Bourne,  Sept.  12-13,  1997) 

[article  by  Pete  Smith]  XVI/1:8-11 

Ken  Lowe  Library  Sale  (Money  Tree,  Nov.  27,  Dec.  4,  1999) 

[article  by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson]  XVIII/3:80-83 


FIXED  PRICE  LISTS 

Bogert  and  Durbin  Co.  [article  by  David  F.  Fanning] 
[article  by  Pete  Smith] 

[article  by  David  Fanning] 

Guttag  Coin  Bulletin  [article  by  Mike  Paradis] 

New  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Co.  [article  by  David  F. 
Fanning] 

Stack's  Fixed  Price  List  1945-1946  [column  by  Myron 
Xenos] 


XX/2:40-60 

XX/3:83-84 

XX/3:85-86 

XVIII/3:71-72 


XX/2:40-60 

XX/l:25-26 


ILLUSTRATIONS/PHOTOGRAPHY 

First  Photographically  Illustrated  Auction  Catalogue 
(Christie,  Manson  & Woods,  1860)  [article  by  George  F. 

Kolbe]  XVI/2:25 


LITERATURE  (GENERAL) 

Research  Aids:  Catalogs,  NBS  Friends,  and  Serendipity 
[article  by  Ed  Price] 

Teenager  Wins  Numismatic  Literature  Essay  Contest 
[anon,  notice] 

Where  Have  all  the  Core  References  Gone?  [article  by 
Joel  J.  Orosz] 

Behind  the  Scenes  [article  by  Karl  Moulton] 

Sitting  on  the  Shelf  [article  by  Karl  Moulton] 
Numismatics  in  the  Age  of  Grolier  [anonymous 
exhibit  report] 

Numismatic  Research  [article  by  Q.  David  Bowers] 


XVII/2:27-31 

XVII/3:11 

XVIII/l:22-24 
XVIII/3:68-70 
XIX/4:1 18-1 19 

XIX/4:135-136 

XX/3:72-82 


LITERATURE  (MISCELLANEOUS) 

Announcing  the  New  Device:  Built-in  Orderly  Organized 
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Knowledge  [BOOK]  [anon,  article]  XVI/3:24 

Annual  "Shammies"  Awards  [columns  by  |oel  ).  Orosz]  X VI/4: 14-1 8; 

XV 11/4: 1 1-19 

Authoring  is  the  Collecting  of  Titles  [article  by  Michael  E. 

Marotta]  XX/l:22-23 

Between  the  Covers  [columns  by  Bill  Murray]  XVI/ 1 : 1 9;  XVl/3:42; 

XVI/4:39;  XVII/2:11-12; 

XVU/3:12-13 


Copyright  Law  for  Numismatists,  Overview  of  [article 

by  Ben  Keele]  XIX/ 1: 18-20 

Development  of  the  Coin  Album  [articles  by 

David  W.  Lange]  XVI/2:33-45;  XVI/3:25-41; 

XVII/l:30-35;  XVII/2:22-25; 
XVIII/1 :4-16;  XX/1:7-10 


Moving  into  the  New  Millennium  [article  by  Arthur 
Crawmer] 

My  Amazing  Story  by  a 1795  B-10  Dollar  [article  by 
W.  David  Perkins] 

Plea  for  Help  and  Understanding  — and  a Warning 
[article  by  J.  D.  McCarthy] 

Some  Notes  on  Archives  [article  by  Q.  David  Bowers] 


XVI/3:19-23 

XX/l:3-6 

XIX/3:81-86 

XX/2:51-53 


LITERATURE  (U.  S.  COLONIAL  AND  COPPER) 

Continental  Paper  Money  [article  by  Joel  J.  Orosz]  XVIII/2:50-59 

Execution  of  a Counterfeiter  (1756)  [article  by 

Eric  P.  Newman]  XIX/4:110-115 


NBS  NEWS  AND  HISTORY 

Awards 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  [center  insert] 
Elections  (1999) 

Elections  (2001) 

National  Meetings: 

ANA,  Cincinnati,  March  20,  1998  [reports] 
ANA,  Portland,  Aug.  8,  1998  [reports] 

ANA,  Atlanta,  August,  2001  [reports] 


XVI/l:2-3;  XVI/3:2;  XVII/2:2 
XVI/3:i-iv 
XVII/2:2 
XIX/2:38;  XIX/2:55-60 


XVI/2:14-15;  XVI/3:43-44 
XVI/ 1:3;  XVI/3:23,41 
XIX/3:88; 
XIX/4:106-108, 116-117 


Regional  Meetings: 

FUN  Jan.  10,  1998  [report  by  Fred  Lake]  XVI/1:19 

President's  Message: 

[Michael  J.  Sullivan]  XVI/l:2-3;  XVI/2:2;  XVI/3:2;  XVI/4:2-3; 

XVII/ 1:2;  XVII/2:2 

[Wayne  K.  Homren]  XVII/3:2;  XVII/4:2;  XVIII/1 :2; 

XVIII/2:34;  XVIII/3:66;  XIX/1:2; 

XIX/2:38 

[Pete  Smith]  XIX/4:106-108;  XX/1:2;  XX/2:38; 

XX/4:102-103 

Secretary/Treasurer's  Report  [David  Sklow]  XX/2:39 
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Editorials  [E.  Tomlinson  Fort]  XVII/4:2-3;  XVIII/ 1 :3 

Membership  Reports  XVI/1:3;  XVI/2:2;  XVI/3:2;  XVI/4:3; 

XVII/2:3;  XVII/3:3;  XVII/4:4;XVII1/1:3; 
XVIII/2:35;  XVIII/3:67;  XIX/1:4;  XIX/3:70; 

XIX/4:108;  XX/ 1:2;  XX/2:50 

Web  Site  XVI/2:27;  XVI/3:18,(L)42-43;  XVI/4:2-3 

The  Asylum  XVI/1:2;  XVI/4:2-3,20;  XVII/3:14-15; 

XVIII/1 :27-3 1;  XIX/3:95;  XIX/4:108 

The  E-Sylum  XVII/3:2, 14-15;  XVIII/1:2 


News  from  the  Net  [articles  by  Pete  Smith]  XVI/3:40-41;  XVI/4:40-41; 

XVII/1:10-14;  XVII/2:4-6;  XVII/4:20-24; 
XVIII/1:25;  XVIIl/3:84-88;  XIX/2:52-54; 

XIX/3:91-95 


NUMISMATIC  LIBRARIES,  EXHIBITS 

The  Dick  Puncliard  Library  Sale  [article  by  Pete  Smith] 
George  Fuld  Library  [article  by  George  Fuld] 

Ken  Lowe  Library  Sale  [article  by  John 
and  Nancy  Wilson] 

Numismatics  in  the  Age  of  Grolier 
[anonymous  notice] 

Numismatics  in  the  Age  of  Grolier  [article  by  George  F. 
Kolbe] 


XVI/1:8-11 

XVII/2:15-16 

XVIII/3:80-83 

XIX/4:135-136 

XX/1:1 1-13 


XVII/3:14-15 

XIX/4:127 

XVII/3:14-15 

XIX/3:95 


PERIODICALS 

The  Asylum  [article  by  William  T.  Gibbs] 

Coin  World  [article  by  D.  Wayne  Johnson] 

The  E-Sylum  [article  by  William  T.  Gibbs] 

[notice] 

Frank  Causey  Wilson's  Monthly  Rare  Coin  Bulletin  [article 

by  Wayne  K.  Homren]  XIX/l:14-15,OBC 

Memoires  de  la  Societe  d'Archeologie  et  de  Numismatique  ... 

[article  by  V.  Arefiev]  XVI/4:23-24 

The  Numismatist  [article  by  David  J.  Sklow]  XVII/3: 18-22 

Out  on  a Limb  [article  by  Darryl  A.  Atchison]  XX/1:14-21 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  [article  by  Bob  Christie]  XVI/4:21-22 
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David  Herman  Brock 
1926-2002 


Just  as  this  issue  of  The  Asylum  was  going  to  press  word  came  of 
the  tragic  death  of  David  Herman  Block  who  served  as  editor  of 
this  journal  from  1988  until  1991.  David  died  on  October  16,  2002 
at  Shands  Medical  Center  at  the  University  of  Florida.  He  was  born 
on  April  7,  1926,  the  third  of  the  five  children  of  Dr.  Herman  H. 
and  Edna  Haft  Block.  His  early  childhood  was  spent  in  Michigan 
and  the  family  moved  to  Fountain  City,  Tennessee,  where  he 
attended  Smithwood  Grammar  School,  Central  High  School  and 
the  University  of  Tennessee.  After  serving  in  Germany  during  the 
Second  World  War  he  resumed  his  education  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  earning  a BA  and  an  MA  in  Classical  Languages.  He 
continued  studying  at  Columbia  University  and  the  American 
School  in  Rome.  In  1956  he  joined  his  parents  in  Gainesville 
where  he  was  employed  at  the  Tung  Lab  at  the  University  of 
Florida.  He  went  to  Bougalousa,  Louisiana,  with  the  Tung  Lab  but 
returned  to  Gainesville  to  work  in  the  Agronomy  Lab  until  his 
retirement  in  1988. 

David  was  an  internationally  know  scholar  and  expert  in 
Napoleonica,  especially  the  Napoleonic  Medals,  and  was  a past 
President  of  La  Societe  Americanie  pour  l'etuda  de  la  Numismatic 
Francaise,  a long  time  member  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  an  honorary  life  member  of  Numismatics 
International  (from  both  of  which  he  received  numerous  honors 
for  his  exhibits  and  his  articles).  He  had  exhibited  at  every 
Collector's  Day  at  the  University  of  Florida  Museum  of  Natural 
History  since  the  inception  until  2001.  His  last  years  were  spent 
writing  a massive  site  about  his  Napoleonic  Medals  which  can  be 
found  at  <http://fortiter.napoleonicmedals.org> 

The  officers  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  NBS  would  like  to 
encourage  members  to  forward  tributes  and  recollections  of  David 
Brock  to  Tom  Fort  or  David  Fanning  for  inclusion  in  the  next  issue 
of  The  Asylum. 
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Backstock 
Bargains  ! 


Our  past  softbound  auction 
catalogues  are  now  available  to  you 
at  a bargain  price!  For  $25  you  will 
receive  five  historical  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  catalogues  ($5 
each).  Call  or  e-mail  Mary  with  a 
preference  list  or  order  a grab  bag, 
either  way  you’ll  get  five  for  $25! 
Subject  to  availability. 

To  order,  please  call  Mary  Tocci 
in  our  Publications  Department  at 
1-800-222-5993  or  e-mail  her  at 
books@bowersandmerena.com. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

Box  1224  • Wolfcboro,  NH  03894  • 1-800-222-5993  • In  NH:  569-5095 
Fax:  (603)  569-5319  •e-mail:  books@bowersandmcrcna.com 

s?  Buy  Online,  Bid  Online,  Books  Online!  www.bowersandmerena.com 


www.HeritageCoin.com  • www.CurrencyAuction.com 


Does  it  really  surprise  you  that  HeritageCoin.com  is 
the  world’s  most  advanced  numismatic  website? 

No  other  site  offers  60, 000+  coin  collectors  and  dealers 
so  many  FREE  membership  benefits:  “My  Heritage™'” 


“My  WantList™'” “My  Collection ™” 


My  WantList ™ is  an  effortless  way  to  get  first 
shot  on  the  coins  you  need  to  fill  in  or  upgrade 
your  collection.  Go  to  My  WantList ™ and 
select  the  coins  you  are  seeking.  We  will 
automatically  notify  you  by  e-mail  with  a link 
directly  to  the  coin’s  description  and  full-color 
image.  You  have  no  obligation  to  buy,  but  you 
will  have  the  first 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

“My  Bids™'” 

Whenever  you  participate 
in  auctions  posted  on 
www.HeritageCoin.com, 
our  exclusive  Interactive  Internet™'  program 
automatically  constructs  copies  of  all  your 
bidsheets.  My  Bids™'  makes  it  super-easy  for 
you  to  instantly  check 
(and  print)  the  status  of 
any  coin  or  note  you  want 
to  track,  whether  you’re 
bidding  on  it  or  not. 


My  Collection ™ allows  you  to  easily  and 
confidentially  create  an  electronic  inventory  of 
your  collection,  linked  to  the  Heritage  Value 
Index™'  and  NGC/PCGS  populations  of  your 
coins.  Your  password- 
protected  inventory  is 
stored  on  a dedicated, 
secure  server,  giving  you 
state-of-the-art  security. 

Access  Heritage’s  massive 
Permanent  Auction 
Archives  database.  Plus,  enjoy  My  Collection, 
My  Interests,  My  Cart,  My  Invoices,  and 
My  Profile.  ALL  FREE! 

Join  60,000+  Members 
Enjoying 
All  Of  Our 
FREE  Benefits. 

Access  requires  just  a two- 
minute  registration  at: 
register.HeritageCoin.com 


America's  #1  Numismatic  Auctioneer 


EKTEAGE 

' Numismatic  Auctions,  Inc. 

Slnvo  Ivy  Jim  Hafcerln  Greg  Rohan 


-NGC 
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Heritage  Plaza,  100  Highland  Park  Village,  2nd  Floor  • Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 
1-800-US  COINS  (1-800-872-6467)  • 214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-443-8425 
website:  www.HeritageCoin.com  • e-mail:  Bids@HeritageCoin.com 


STANDARD  BRITISH 
TOKEN  REFERENCES 


Dalton  & Hamer.  The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  18th  Century.  1996 
update.  Fully  illustrated  in  text,  rarity  guide.  600+  pages.  Index.  High 
quality  blue  library  buckram  binding.  Davissons.  $150. 

Davisson,  A Brief  Introduction  to  18th  Century  Tokens.  Detailed  notes  on 
the  series,  including  material  added  to  D&H  for  the  1996  edition.  $6. 

Manville,  H.  Tokens  of  the  Industrial  Revolution.  Foreign  Silver  Coins 
Countermarked  for  Use  in  Great  Britain,  c.  1787-1828.  A special  publica- 
tion of  the  British  Numismatic  Society.  A handsome  hardcover  vol- 
ume, 307  pages  plus  55  plates,  many  photos  also  in  text.  Extensive  his- 
torical notes.  Lists  all  known  examples  of  this  series.  $75. 

Withers,  Paul  and  Bente,  British  Copper  Tokens,  1811-1820,  The  Tokens  of 
England,  Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland  including  the  Channel  Islands  and  the 
Isle  of  Man.  The  standard  reference  for  the  19th  century  copper  token 
series.  $135 

GREEK  NUMISMATIC  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Daehn,  W.  Ancient  Greek  Numismatics:  A Guide  to  Reading  and  Research. 
2001.  (Standard  reference).  Davissons.  2001.  $75. 


Free  shipping  to  US  addresses. 
Allan  Davisson,  Ph.  D. 


cDavissOILs 

Ltd. 


Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(320)  685-3835;  FAX  (320)  685-8636 
email:  coins(a)doudnet.com 


The  Sale  That  Never  Happened 

Inside  information  of  the  negotiations 
between  the  late  Armand  Champa  and 
George  Kolbe  regarding  the  sale  of 
Armand’s  library,  including  letters  to 
and  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 

Included  are  letters  detailing  offers, 
counter  offers,  advertising  budgets, 
suggestions  and  the  final  breakdown  of 
discussions  between  George  and  Armand, 
correspondence  that  took  place  during 
1993  and  1994. 

These  are  photocopies  that  make  for 
fascinating  reading.  The  set  includes  an 
exhibition  catalog  of  Armand’s  literature  from 
the  100th  Anniversary  A.N.A.  Convention. 

$69.00  per  set 
Including  Priority  Mail 


Money  Tree,  Inc. 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  Ohio  44116 
ph:  (440)  333-3444 
fax:  (440)  333-4463 


FINE 
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BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


? ■/ 


SPINK 


founded  1666 

69  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW  BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WC1B  4ET.  TEL:  020  7563  4000 
FAX:  020  7563  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 


AMERICA  S OLDEST  NUMISMATIC 
BOOK  AND  COIN  DEALERS 

founded  in  1932 
first  auction  sale  in  1935 
at  the  same  location  since  1953 


Stack's  maintains  a full  stock  of  most  standard  numismatic  refer- 
ences and  can  obtain  most  other  titles  as  needed.  We  publish  new 
works  on  coins  as  well  as  reprint  others.  We  stock  important  out  of 
print  auction  sale  catalogues. 

Stack's  regularly  publishes  lists  of  the  books  we  have  in  stock.  If 
you  have  not  already  received  one,  please  write  for  your  free  copy, 
mentioning  you  saw  us  here. 

Our  most  recent  publications  include: 

The  Numismatic  Legacy  of  the  Jews.  2000.  $125 
The  George  C.  Perkins  Collection.  2001.  $125 
The  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $250 
The  Philip  Showers  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $75 

Stack's.  A name  you  know  and  a name  you  can  trust. 


STACK'S  RARE  COINS 
123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10019 
Tel.212. 582.2580 
Fax  212.582.1946 


Email  to  info@stacks.com 

See  us  on  the  web  at  www.stacks.com 
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From  the  Oldest 

✓ BUDE,  GUILLAUME:  DE  ASSE,  & PARTIBUS  ElUS, 

VENICE.  1522,  262  LEAVES,  18th  CENTURY  VELLUM, 
MOROCCO  SPINE  LABELS,  PAGE  EDGES  RED 
CONTEMPORARY  NOTATIONS  THROUGHOUT  THE 
TEXT.  FINE  $2,750.00 

To  The  Newest 

✓ MUSANTE,  NEIL:  TEiE  MEDALL1C  WORK  OE  JOHN 

ADAMS  BOLEN,  2002,  326  PAGES,  8 COLOR  PLATES, 
CLOTH,  DUST  JACKET.  $65.00 

...  DELUXE  EDITION,  HALF  BROWN  CALF,  BOUND  BY 
ALAN  GRACE  $200.00 

With  Much  in  Between 

✓ LOON,  VAN,  GERARD:  HISTOIRE  METALLIQUE  DES 

XVII  PROVINCES  DES  PAYS-BAS,  1732-1737  FRENCH 
LANGUAGE  EDITION,  5 VOLUMES,  CONTEMPORARY 
FULL  CALF  ELABORATELY  DECORATED  IN  GILT, 
BINDINGS  STRONG.  A MAGNIFICENT  ORIGINAL 
SET.  $4,500.00 

✓ CROSBY,  SYLVESTER:  THE  EARLY  COINS  OE  AMERICA 
1875,  TWO  COPIES  AVAILABLE. 

...  SCARCE  LYMAN  LOW  BLUE  CLOTH  BINDING, 
REBACKED  $700.00 

...  1940S  BLACK  QUARTER  MOROCCO,  GREY  CLOTH 

$600.00 

✓ MARIS,  EDWARD:  THE  COINS  OF  NEW  JERSEY,  1881, 

ELEPHANT  FOLIO,  MAROON  QUARTER  MOROCCO, 
PAGES  DE'ACIDIFIED  $1,500.00 


VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  FOR  NEARLY  1000  TITLES, 
MANY  ILLUSTRATED 

http://abebooks.com/home/numismat 


CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 

Since  1970,  buying,  selling  and  writing  about 
Commemorative  and  Historical  Medals 

(Recipient  of  the  2002  Carl  W.A.  Carlsson  Medal,  presented 
by  the  Medal  Collectors  of  America) 


THE  PINGO  FAMILY 

C MEDAL  MAKING  IN 
(X  18TH-CENTURY  BRITAIN 


CHRISTOPHER 

EIMER 


CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 
P.O.  Box  352,  London  NW1 1 7RF 
United  Kingdom 

Tel.  20  8458  9933  / Fax:  20  8455  3535 
art@christopEiereimer.co.uk  (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk  (web-site) 
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